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President’s Message

Can you believe this weather!!  
I’ve seen magnolias, cherries 
and daffodils in bloom this 
week.  Surely winter isn’t over 
yet!  Let’s hope that if we’re 
going to get another cold spell, 
it comes before any more 
plants break dormancy.  A late spring freeze can be 
devastating to plants.


Our February meeting is going to be a lot of fun.  Vickey 
Cooper is going to lead a corsage making workshop.  
We will make approximately 60 corsages to give to the 
residents of Meadowbrook Nursing Home for Mother’s 
Day.  We’re doing this project early this year, since we 
want to save April and May meetings for field trips.  Be 
sure to bring wire cutters and scissors to the meeting.  It 
will be held on Feb. 6 at Phyllis Frey’s home.  


We decided to move the date for dues to February to 
better coordinate with DeKalb Federation and Garden 
Club of Georgia club enrollment deadlines of March 1.  
Please bring your dues to the February meeting.  Dues 
are still $25; checks should be made out to Shenandoah 
Rose Garden Club.  If you can’t make the meeting, 
please mail your dues to Phyllis Frey, 2669 Rangewood 
Drive, Atlanta, GA  30345.      


Enjoy the Super Bowl on Sunday night (go Falcons!), but 
save some energy for our meeting the next day!


                                                        — Sandy
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Upcoming Garden 
Club Events  

Shenandoah Rose Garden 
Club Meeting 

Monday, February 6, 10 am     
2669 Rangewood Drive, Atlanta 

“Corsage Workshop” 

Presented by Vickey Cooper, 
Master Gardener and winner of 
numerous blue ribbons at 
Federation and Redbud District 
flower shows 

DeKalb Federation of Garden 
Clubs meeting 

Thursday, February 23, 10 am, 
Callanwolde Arts Center 

“Life Membership Luncheon”  

Lunch provided by board; no 
cost; no registration required 

There will be a Pollinator Seed 
Exchange at this meeting; buy 5 
packages of herb/flower seeds 
(or bring seed collected from 
your garden); keep 1 and bring 
the other 4 to trade.

ROSE PETALS 
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January Meeting


Our January meeting was held at Deanna McFarlan’s 
house.  Even though Deanna had family visiting, she still 
managed to find the time to make two delicious 
traditional Scandinavian desserts.  Carol Hayes of Lake 
Ivanhoe Garden Club gave a very interesting 
presentation on pollinators and frogs.  It was amazing to 
learn, among other things, that at least 100 million frogs 
are harvested from the wild each year for human 
consumption.  Habitat destruction, pollution, pesticides, 
and climate change also contribute to the frightening 
decline in amphibian populations.  We thank Carol for 
taking time out of her busy schedule to educate us on 
problems facing both amphibians and pollinators.  This 
program aligned with national, state, district and 
Federation projects on frogs and pollinators.


Mini-Flower Show


We had a very successful mini-flower show at the 
January Federation meeting.  Horticultural specimens 
entered were: Camellia japonica (Barbara Maaskant), 
variegated Osmanthus (Vickey), blue Arizona cypress 
(Sandy) and Cryptomeria (Sandy).  Karen prepared a 
lovely Ikebana design that included mums, pussy willow 
and Australian pine.  
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District, State and 
National News  

Environmental Studies School 

Course IV: Water & Related 
Issues  

March 10-11, 2017; Augusta, GA 

Course sponsored by NGC, GCG 
and the Augusta Council 

Garden Club of Georgia State 
Convention 

“It’s All About the B’s” 

April 18 — 20, 2017;          
Callaway Gardens 

National Garden Clubs 
Convention 

May 16 — 21, 2017;         
Richmond, VA 

Suzanne Wheeler Flower Show 
School  

Course IV 

March 27 — 30, 2017;        
Bellmere Garden House, Johns 
Creek 
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State Convention


Time is growing near for the 2017 Garden Club of 
Georgia Annual Convention.  It will be held on April 18 
— 20 at Calloway Gardens.  The theme for this year’s 
convention is “It’s All About the B’s”.  Registration is due 
by April 1.  The registration form can be found here.  A 
block of rooms at the Lodge and Spa at Calloway 
Gardens has been reserved for the convention.  The 
hotel reservation deadline is March 18.  More hotel 
information is available here.


Tuesday afternoon offers lectures on the three B’s — 
Birds, Bees, Butterflies. That evening a reception and 
dinner will be followed by a keynote speech by Arabella 
Dane, nationally noted butterfly expert and flower show 
judge.  On Tuesday afternoon, there will also be a 
special tour of The Little White House where the Redbud 
District will dedicate its garden restoration project.

Wednesday features District Breakfasts, a business 
meeting, and the Award of Merit Luncheon with a design 
demonstration.  There will be tours of the Day Butterfly 
Center where experts will be on hand to answer 
questions.  An Awards Program and dinner will top off 
the evening.


There will be a wildflower workshop on Thursday 
morning prior to the final business meeting. The 
Installation of Officers and Life Member Recognition 
Luncheon will close the convention. 
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Atlanta Area    
Gardening Events  

Atlanta Botanical Garden 

“Orchid Daze” 

February 11 — April 9 

“Orchid Market Weekends” 

February 18 — 19, March 18 — 19, 
and April 8 — 9; 10 am — 4 pm 

“ 

Cathedral Antiques Show 

“Design in Bloom Flower 
Festival” 

Thursday, February 9 — Saturday, 
February 11 

Cathedral of St. Philip,  2744 
Peachtree Road, NW 

For more info:  http://
www.cathedralantiques.org 

Georgia Iris Society Meeting 

Guest speaker: Mickey Gazaway 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church, 1790 Lavista Rd. 

Saturday February 11, 2 — 4 pm 

http://www.dekalbfederation.com/Documents/convreg.pdf
http://www.dekalbfederation.com/Documents/hotelcg.pdf%5C
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Capitol Conservation Day

Capitol Conservation Day 2017 will be held on 
Wednesday, February 15.  The day begins with a 
complimentary breakfast and legislative briefing at 8 am 
at Central Presbyterian Church, 201 Washington Street, 
Atlanta (across the street from the State Capitol). 

Speakers will include both legislators and Georgia Water 
Coalition legislative team members discussing major 
environmental issues.  Attendees will then go to the 
Capitol to convey their thoughts on legislation to 
individual legislators and the governor.


Great Backyard Bird Count

The 2017 Annual Great Backyard Bird Count will be held 
on February 17 — 20.  People across the country 
participate in this citizen-science project to collect data 
on wild birds.  More information, including bird 
identification guides, can be found at http://
gbbc.birdcount.org.  You can spend as little as 15 
minutes or as long as you want recording the number 
and times of birds that visit your yard.  This is a great 
activity to do with grandchildren!


Symposium on Pollinators

The Wardell Barnes Botanical Garden at Middle Georgia 
State University in Macon is holding a symposium 
“Encouraging and Protecting Pollinators” on Saturday, 
February 25.  More information can be found here.  
Protecting pollinators is a concern of NGC, GCG, 
Redbud District and DeKalb Federation.  This 
symposium provides an opportunity to learn about 
pollinators from an exciting list of speakers.


Control Those Nasty Fungus Gnats

For those who have indoor gardens, you may at some 
point find yourself facing a problem with fungus gnats.  
You’ll know you have them if you see a swarm of small 
insects flying around your plants after you water them. 
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More Atlanta Area    
Gardening Events  

Georgia Perennial Plant 
Association Meeting 

“Mycorrhizal Fungi” 

Presented by Jeff Lowenfels 

Monday, February 20; 7 pm 

McElreath Hall, Atlanta History 
Center, 130 W. Paces Ferry Rd. 

American Hydrangea Society 
Winter Meeting 

“An Awakening! The Inception 
of the American Hydrangea 
Society” 

Presented by Allen Sistruck 

Monday, February 27, 7 pm 

McElreath Hall, Atlanta History 
Center, 130 W. Paces Ferry Rd. 

DeKalb Master Gardener 
Association Meeting 

“Medicinal Uses for Common 
Plants Found in DeKalb County” 

Presented by Patricia Kyritsi 
Howell 

Monday, February 27, 6:30 pm 

Tucker Reid Cofer Library, 5234 
Lavista Rd., Tucker

http://gbbc.birdcount.org
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/06621d1b45a1d99ac054c0169/files/2017_Spring_Symposium_Flyer.pdf
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While the adults pose no risk to the plants, the larvae 
eat the roots of the plants.  Large healthy plants will 
most likely not be damaged by this feeding, but small 
seedlings and cuttings can be killed if large numbers of 
fungus gnat larvae are present in the soil.


Adult fungus gnats are grayish black, mosquito-like flies 
(1/8 inch long) with long legs and one pair of clear 
wings. Adults live about one week and females lay up to 
300 eggs each in rich, moist soils. Within 4-6 days, tiny 
larvae emerge and begin feeding on plant roots. The 
entire life cycle from egg to adult may be completed in 
as little as 3-4 weeks.


The first way to combat fungus gnats is to not bring 
them into your house.  This probably goes without 
saying, but check plants for the presence of fungus 
gnats before you buy them.  Unfortunately, not all 
commercial operations practice good insect control.  If 
despite your best efforts, you find you have fungus 
gnats, try repotting into fresh soil.  Also, since fungus 
gnats prefer moist soil, make sure not overwater plants.


There are a couple of organic solutions for controlling 
fungus gnats.  The first option is to buy some “yellow 
sticky traps” and mount them in your containers.  These 
are small pieces of yellow plastic coated with a sticky 
substance.  Adult fungus gnats are attracted to the color 
yellow.  When they land on the sticky plastic, they will 
become trapped.  In a commercial setting, yellow sticky 
traps are used for monitoring insect levels but are not 
sufficient for eliminating large numbers of the insects.  In 
a home, unless huge numbers of fungus gnats are 
present, you should get good results.  You may be able 
to find sticky traps at garden centers.  If not, they can be 
ordered from Amazon.


If you’ve tried all these methods, but still have problems, 
consider using a product called Gnatrol WDG  It’s a 
biological control for fungus gnat larvae and contains a 
variety of Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) bacteria that kills 
most gnat larvae.  Gnatrol WDG is listed by the Organic 
Materials Review Institute (OMRI) for use in organic 
production.  Small quantities of this product are 
available at Amazon for under $10.
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